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The old English ivy cultivar ‘Rugosa’ is found as a relic of cultivation in Nikitsky Botanical Garden.
Authors revealed that ‘Rugosa’ together with a few ivy cultivars introduced by early heads of the Garden has
survived since the 19% century where the layout of the park had not been changed. At the same time ‘Rugosa’
has disappeared from key collections in UK and probably from mainland European collections as well. The
clone from Nikitsky Garden fits the unique set of characters of ‘Rugosa’ having heterophylly, mostly deltoid
leaves, large palmate leaves with shield-shaped central lobes, gold, dust-like coloration of the palmate leaves,
wrinkled surface in three-lobed leaves, at least in some cases. The structure of trichomes shows ‘Rugosa’
belongs to Hedera helix, not to H. hibernica. The rediscovery of the lost historic English cultivar ‘Rugosa’ is an
important event in the history of horticulture and for those that are concerned about the preservation of garden
plant diversity.
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Introduction

There are around 600 cultivars of Hedera known today and half of them are
considered to be threatened in cultivation (McAllister, Marshall, 2017). Cultivars should be
treated as a part of culture and correspondingly they can disappear like old paintings or
ancient manuscripts. But they are even more fragile than a piece of art. Their existence is
extremely vulnerable to changes in gardening trends, their ease of care or the interests of
collection holders. Like in other ornamental plants, early ivy cultivars are often displaced with
more decorative new ones or commercially more successful clones.

The history of early introduction of Hedera cultivars in the Nikitsky Botanical Garden
is obscure. The first director of the Nikitsky Botanical Garden, Christian Steven, is known to
have ordered many plants from European nurseries, and twice — in 1813 and 1816 — he
received some “varieties” of ivy (Maneesa, 1931). No list of the names has been found yet
and information about further enrichment or cultivation of an ivy collection in the garden is
poorly documented, but as long ago as 1912 more than 10 ivy cultivars were still grown in the
garden (IlyreBomurens, 1912). All these old cultivars were, until recently, considered to have
been lost, and ornamental forms of Hedera have been collected in Nikitsky Botanical Garden
anew from the 1980s (Vnetickas, 1999).

Material and methods
The object of the investigation are relics of cultivation, old ivy cultivars that have been
undetected since XX century. Our hypothesis was that some ivy cultivars introduced by early
heads of Nikitsky Botanical Garden could survive where the layout of the park had not been
changed. We surveyed Hedera helix L. grown in Nikitsky Botanical Garden to reveal clones
with unusual morphology with the aim of their further identification. We identified such
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B HukurckoMm 60TaHHIECKOM canxy OOHAPYKEH KaK PENUKT KyJIbTHBUPOBAHUS CTAPUHHBIA aHTIHHCKAR
copt mmoma ‘Rugosa’. ABTOPHI BBIICHWIJIM, 4TO ‘Rugosa’ BMECTE C HEKOTOPBIMH APYTUMH COPTAMH ILTIOINA,
HHTPOAYIMPOBAHHBIMK €Ié mepBbiMH gupekropamu Cana, coxpanmnach ¢ XIX B. B Tex Mecrax, TIJe
IUTAHUPOBKA ITapKa HE MOABEpTanach H3MEHEHMsIM. B TO e BpeMsi ‘Rugosa’ ncuesna u3 OCHOBHBIX KOJJICKINH B
BenmukoOpuTaHuu H, BEPOATHO, TAKXKE BO Beell kKoHTHHEHTAnBHOU EBporne. KioH, o6HapyxeHHEIH B HukHTCKOM
caay, COOTBETCTBYCT VHHKAJTBHOMY HAaOOpPY NPH3HAKOB cOpTra ‘Rugosa’, BKIIOYA TCTSPOPIILIHIO,
mpeoOnasiaHue JENbTOBHAHBIX JIUCTHEB, HATMYAC KPYNHBIX MATBYATHIX JINCTHEB CO CPEAHEH MOoIeH, mo (opme
HAIIOMAHAOIIEH TePaTbINICCKUH AT U MOKPHITHIX MEIKHAMHY KENTHIMH TOIKAMH, CIIOBHO «30JI0TOH IIBUIBIO», a
TAKXe TPEXJONBHEIC JIUCThS CO CMOPINCHHOH IOBEPXHOCTBHIO, IO KpadHEH Mepe, B HEKOTOPHIX CIyYasX.
CTpykTypa TPUXOM JHCTA ¥ COpTa ‘RUgosa’ CBUACTENBCTBYET O €T0 MPUHAAICKHOCTH K Hedera helix, a e k H.
hibernica. Haxonka OTEPSIHHOTO HCTOPHUIECKOTO aHTITHMCKOTO copTra ‘Rugosa’ sIBIsieTCs] BAXXHBIM COOBITHEM B
HCTOPHH JEKOPATHBHOTO CAJOBOJCTBA M I TEX, KTO 3aHMMACTCS IMPOOIEMaMH COXPAHCHHS! Pa3HOOOpasHs
CaJOBBIX PACTCHUM.
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